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SUPERINTENDENT OF BOTANY GREENHOUSE
ENJOYS SIDE PLEASURES OF PROFESSION

MISSOULA-- •
A graying man in an old corduroy jacket waits silently by the fairy trumpets twice a
day to watch the hummingbirds' routine flight in search of nectar.
He is Klaus H. Lackschewitz, 58, a Baltic German and superintendent of the botany
greenhouse at the University of Montana, Missoula.
Hummingbirds are not the only species attracted to the border garden, which surrounds
half of the Natural Science Building.
bushes.

Sparrows and robins nest in a border of juniper

Lackschewitz observes their activities as he works about the gardens, trying to

keep the native plants "happy" and growing in their man-made environment.
The greenhouse overseer not only has an interesting job but also an interesting past
from which he claims his adeptness with plants through practical experience.
He says that he does not think of his job as a job, but rather a hobby.

"Gardening

is not work, if you enjoy it," he says emphatically.
Lackschewitz, Dr. Sherman J. Preece, chairman of the botany department, members of
the faculty and students worked without University funds to install the borders in 1967.
They hauled soil and plants from their natural habitats in Montana and parts of Idaho.
The botanists built many types of environments--from alpine to tropic, and boreal
forest to desert.

With proper care and transplantation, the plants have thrived in UM

soil and have aided professors in teaching and demonstrations.
Lackschewitz said the needle bottom forest land was the most difficult environment to
duplicate.

He used sawdust and black peat to achieve the effect of the natural forest

floor of damp humus.
more
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His interest in another environment--alpine--grew from his association with the native
flora of the high country and has caused him to collect about 1,000 alpine species for the
botany archives, or herbarium.

Lackschewitz and Tor Fageraas, head UM gardener, began

gathering plants from the Bitterroot Mountains in 1966 and will complete their collection
this fall.
Lackschewitz's interest in botany stems from his life as a youth in the Russian
province of Livonia, or Latvia.

He began studying zoology and botany in 1934 in Latvia

and Germany, but discontinued his studies in 1936 to take over the farm he inherited from
his father.
The UM superintendent farmed for three years without modern machinery, before he was
moved to Poland by the Germans in 1939.
the Allied Powers.

He fought with Germany during World War II against

As a result of his participation in the German army, he spent 2 1/2

years on a Russian prison ship.
In the years following his release from prison, Lacschewitz went to West Germany,
where he began gardening as a hobby.
returned to Europe only twice.

He came to the United States in 1952 and has since

Then, he visited relatives in West Germany and botanical

gardens in England and France.
When he arrived in New Jersey, Lackschewitz decided farming in the way he was accustomed
was not a stable lifeway in the new world, though it was adequate in Europe.
studying again, this time horticulture at the New York Botanical Gardens.

He began

He found

employment at the largest Japanese garden in the nation, the Bratter Gardens of Scarsdale,
N.Y., and as a florist and landscaper.
Lackschewitz came to Missoula in 1960 when his wife, Gertrud, accepted a position
as UM German instructor.
superintendent.

He joined the botany department in 1965 as greenhouse

